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> anyhow, about i lot of things—always bis company, a tall Russian, sipposed
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CHAPTER IV,
emtmmned |
The Mission.
U dem't know whast
“ you're talking asbout!™
Four Eyess scoutsd bis

objections. "Haven't yoy

heard the seandal about
fhis Mtanton, the exploring man, whe's
bere—our Colonel's old pal?”

“No, I've heard that Stanton's at
Touggourt. Nul I've heard no soan-
dal” apawered Maz, “What has he
got to do with the dancing giria ™

As hs spoke |t was as (f he remem-
bered sceing Blaaton sitting with
Banda Delisle at one of the Jitts
tea tables on the terrace of the hotel
at Algiers; the square, resolute, red.
tanned face and the g, square, biue
eyes burning with aggressive vitality.

“Everything to do with one of
them,” sald Four Eyea. “That'a the
scandal. Booma Btunton's been plays
ing the fool. They say he's half mad,

was, DUt It js & bit worse since &
touch o' the sun he had a year or
two ago, He's off his hend about an
Ouled Nall 1dancing girl)—don't know
whelher sbe came here because of
him or whether he picked her up at
Touggourt, but the story s he could
o pot away hefore now  with  his
blopming caravan on that fool ax-
pedition of his to the ‘Lost Oasis’ you
read of in the papers, only he couldn't
bring himeelf to lenve this Ahmara,
or whatever her erack-jaw name |a.
The chap that was talking to me
says she's the handsomeat creatura
you'd see in a liféthme an' she's going
to dance here to-night to spite
Htanton."

*To spite Wim?™ Max reposted not
understanding,

“Yes, you young greenhorn! Any-

body'd know you was mnew to
Africa! Thewse girls, when they
get lo be oslebrated for  their
looka or any other re€amon, won't

danca in publle am n general thing.
They leave that to the cominon
onen, who need to do something 1o at«
tract, Anyhow, Btanton wouldn't have
lot this Ahmara dance in a cafe before
u erowd of nomuds from the desort.
¥he lives with the dancing lot, bucause
there's wome law or other about thit
for these girla, but that's all, till to-
night, There'a boen u row, my old pal
tald me, because Bianton gives my
lady the tip not to come near him or
pretend to know him while his friend
ihe Colonel s here. She's In such &
heast of a rage she's announced to the
owner of the cafe that she'll dance
to-pight; and 1 bot every man In
Tougguurt excepl Btanton and DeLisle
i be here”

Already the great bare cafe was fill-
ing up. At last she came, the great
desert dancer, sald to be the most
peautiful Ouled Nall of her generation.

Max did not see how or whence she
arrived, but he heard the rustling
and indrawing of Dbreaths that
heralded her coming. And then she
was there, In the square left open
for the dancing, Al the light in the
room svemed to focus upon her, #o
4id she scintillate from hoad to fool
with spangles, Even he felt a throb
of excillyment as the tall, erect figure
stood I the wspace between
bonches, eying the audience from
under a long vell of green tissue al-
most covered with sparkling bits of
gold and allver. On her head ahe
wore & high golden crown, and under
the groen wvedl fell a long, squars
shawl of some materin which seemed
woven entirely of gold. Her dress
was scarlet as poppy pelals, and she
appeared to be draped In many layers
of thin stuff that fNashed out metalllo
gleams, For &« long moment she
stood motlonless, Then, when she
fad made her effect, suddenly she
threw up her vell,

Winding it around her arm, she
snatched it off her head, and paused
agaln, unsmiling statue-still, excopt
for her immense dark eyes, encircied
with kohl, which darted glances of
pride and deflance around the silent
room. PFerhaps she was looking for
&Gind wha she half axpected
might be thers, Max felt the long-
Jashed eyes Nx themaclves on hien,
Then, receiving no rosponse, Lthey
passed on and shot n flery ehallenge
into the eyos of & young cald in &
gold-embroldeded  black cloak, who
bent forward from his earpeted beach
{n & dream of admiration

ghe was perfect in her way, a liv-
ing statue of pale bronge, with the
eyed of n young tigross and the mouth
of i passionate chilld, The gold crown,
socured with a mearf of glittering
gauge, the rows of goldon coina that
Lung from her looped black bralds
over hor bosom ana down to the huge
golden bugide at her loosely belted
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For the fArst time Man undarstood
the meaning of the Ouisd Nall dance.
Thle child-woman of the dessrt, with
bor wicked eyes and swast mouth,
mhde it & pantomime of love In its
frst timid beaglonings, its fears and
besitations, (ta Anal self-abandon and
rapture  Ahmars was & dangerous
rival for & daughter of Europes with
wich & man as Nichard Btanton.

When she had danced onee ahe re-
fused to Ioduigs the sudisnce agnin,
but, slariag scorn ot the company,
aoceptod a cup of ooffos from the
handsome young eald 1o the black
mantle Nhe aat beside hien with a|
flearcs alr of bravado, and \gnored sv-
ery ona «iee, as though the dimly In
room In which her spangies famed
WaR Mmply shve for Lhelr two selves,
Bo ahe would bhave sat by Max If
e had given back giance for glanee;
buf he pushed his way out quickly
when Abmara's danoe was over, and
drew in long, deep bresths of desert
air, aweot with wild thy ms, before he
dared et bimself even 'hink of San-
da. HBanda, who loved Hlanton—with
this recompense!

An Max walked back to camp, to
taka what rest he could befurs the
varly start, he met a mergeant of

-

to bo a Nihilist, whoe had saved him-
pelf from Siberia by Aading sanctnary
In the Legion.

"1 have sent two men to look for
you,” he sald. "“The colonel wuants
you, Go to his tent at onee™

Max went. and at the tent met
Richard Htanton coming out. Max
recognized his Mgure rather than his
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features, for the lght was at his
back. It shone into the Legionnaire's
face as he stepved aside to let the
explorer pasa, but
rested on the corporal of the Legion
without Interest or recognition. The
colonel had Just bldden him good-bys,
and he strode away with long ner-
vous atrides,

“Will he go to the cafe and see
Ahmara with the cald ™

The thought flashed through Max's
mind, but ke had no time to finish
I, Colonal DeLisle was calllng him
into the tent,

The only light was a lantern with
u candle (n 14; yet saluting, Max saw
at once that the colonel's face was
troubled.

“Have 1 done anything [ oughtn't
to bave done? he questioned him-
s0lf anxiously, but the first words
reassured as miuch aw they surprised
him.

“Corporal 8t, Gearge, 1 scnt for you
because you are the only one among
my men of whom | can sak the favor
I'm golng to ask.”

“A favor—from me to you,
Colonei?" Max echoed, astonished.

“Yes, You asked me for owe the
other night, and I granted it because
it was easy but this s ditferent
This s very hard. If you do the
thing, you will lose the march and
the flight which we may come In for
at the end, ls there anything that
could make up to you for such &
sucrifice ™

“But, my Colonel,” answered Max,
“you have only to give me orders, and
whatever they may be [ sball be happy
o carry them out.” He spoke frmily,
yet he could not hide the fact Lhat this
was & blow, He had looked forward
to the march, bard as It might be, and
to thes excitement at the ond &8 &
thirsty man Jooks forward to &

my

the, draught of water,

"Hut I am not golng to give you any
orders,” sald Deldsie. "It would not
be fair or right. This Is & private
matter. I have just recelved a4 |stiar
from my daughter with rather bad
naws. I told you she was staying in
the houss of one of the great chiefs
of the south, a friend of years' stand-
Ing, who bas a daughter of her age. I
needn't give you details, but Sanda
han unfortunately offended thls man
in parhaps the one way an Arab, no
matter how enlightenead, cannot for-
kive. From whit she tells me [ can't
wholly blame him for his aoger, but—
It's impossible for her Lo atop longer
In his house., Not that she's In danger
—nol that's lucredible, Ben Hauns
belng the man he 5. An Arub's ldeas
of hospitality would préevent nis offar-
Ing to asnd & gusat AwWay, no matter
how much he might want to be rid
cf her. Yot l can't cndure the thought
of meking bhim for & ecaravan and
guard #fier what seems to have hap-
poned. You realize that it s lmpos-
slble for me to go myself. My duty
in with my regiment. Onoec before,
you watched over my daughter on a
journey-—-watched over her as a
brother might walch over & alster,
That I8 why | ask, as a favor from
one man to another, whether you
would be willing to go to the Agha's
house and escort my daughter bere to
Touggourt. I know how much 1 am
exncting of n_born soldiet |lke yours
nalt.”

“1 implore you to accept me for the
“"mn
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"But do you thoroughly understand
what It means? Y o go on without
you, It will be hopeless for you to
follow us. 1 give you eight days'
leave, which will be ample tima for
the engagiug of a small caravan-—
thres or four good men and the wife
of one to act as servant to my duugli«
ter—golng to Ben Raana's place at
Djarzerta, arriving at Touggourt, and
returning 1o Hel-Abbes, 1 ghall have
to send you back thers, you ses,
There's nothing else to do."

“1 understand, my Colonel. Iut
though I'm sorry to lose the experl-
ence, I'a rather boe able to do this
for you and for Mademolsslls DelLlsle
than anything alse."

“Thank you. That's settisd then,
except details, We'll arrange tham
at onee, for you must get off to-mor-
row as moon as possible after our
start. Another man must be appointed
in your place, Corporal. At 8idi-bel-
Abbea you shall have special work
while we are gono. There hasn't been
much time for thinking since 1 got
the news, but I bhave thought that
out, At first, I may as well tall you,
my Jdea was to ask Btanton to put
off his expedition and go to Hen
Tauna's, But—something I heard to-
pight turesd me against that plan. [
ahould llke to have another man with
you out of the regiment In cass of
troubla. Not that thers oan be
troubla! But I shouldn't feel justified
In making for a second voluntasr. All
the men are so keen! It's bad enough
o sond one away ob & privats matter
of my own, and*'—

In his flush of excliement ths sol-
dler Interrupted his colonel.

“Air, I kpow of ons! My friend
would be glad to go with me!"

“You speak of Garcla again™

"You, my Colonel,™

"Are you sure of Lim?"

"I wm sure."”

“Very well, Talk to him then
Come back to mo afterward, and 'l
Kive you all Inetructions.™

The name of (he Agha and the
name of the place whers he lived ware
ringing through Max's head. BDeu
Iaana~—Djasorta!

The father of the girl Manosl Val.
Aer loved and must save was ihe
Agha of Djnserta, Now Valdes need
not desert!

CHAPTER V.
Gone!

HEN Corporal 8t George ar-
rived at the oasis town of
Diagerta ho had with him
in his smull caravan no
other man in the unitorm of

the Legion. He had only eamei-

drivers In white or brown burnouses,
nomads who llva In tents, and whose
womenfolk go unvelled without loa-
ing the respect of men. They had
come from the black tents outside

Tougwourt, all but one, who joined
the party after It had started, follow-
ng on a fast camel. He was & dark-
faced man like the rest, and wure
such garments as the others wore,
only less wshabby than theirs, and
none but the leader knew him or why
e had, K come. The Arab fashion of
covering the body heavily, and espas
clally of protecting the mouth in daye
of hoat ns well an cold, was observed
religlously by this tall, grave person.,
The one woman of the band, Khadra,
wife of the chief camel-driver, won-
dered I the stranger had any disfg-
urement; but hor husband smilod w
superior amile, remarking that wom-
on have room In thelr minds only for
ouriosity sbout what can never oon-
eern them.

When ths caravan renched Djnzeria
they found the casls town Indulging in
fostivitien beonuse of the marriage of
the Agha's daughter. The customary
werk of feasting and rejolelug wus at
ita helght, but, to the disappointment
of every one, the bride and all the
Agha's family had in the midst of Lhe
eelebrations suddenly gone out to the
douar, the desert encampment of the
tribe over which Ben Raoagn ruled aw
chief, This was unprecedented for the
wedding of great personuges that the
end of the entertalnment should take
plage In the douar; but It was sald
that the bride was 1ll with over-exs
citement, and rather than put off the
marriage, her father had deoided to
try the effeot of deasrt alr.

This was the news which was told
to Max at the Agha's gates after his
forced mnrch from Touggourt. It
wia translated for him into French
by his interpreter, the dark-faced
man who covered his mouth even
more ciosely than did the dwellérs in
the black tents near Tougwgourt; for
Max, though he hud studied Arabie
of nights In the Leglon's library, and
taken leasons from Garcla, could not
yot understand tho desort dinlects
when spoken quickly. An Inlerpreter
wak & real necessity for him on o des-
ert journey with Araba to command,
and as the two talked together out-
w#ide the open gate In the high white
wiall, discussing the situation, neitber
the Agha's men nor any man of the
caravan oould understund &  word,
The language they used wWias A& mys-
tery, Freoch, English, Spanish——all
wore jurgons to thess people of the
southern desert,

“AL the douar!”™
“Where ia 11

“Not twenty miles away,” answered
Manoel, keeping all feeling out of hia
volce, as an Interpreter should  “But
it's between here and Touggourt. Not
exactly on the way, still we could huve
reached It by taking s detour of & fow
kilometres off the carkvan track and
saved hours, procious hours"

“Never mind,”

Muaz  repeatsd.

sald Max, worried

though he was beopusa of the delay

that meant somathing to him, If not
as much to Manoel, "Never mind. We
shall be In time yet. They say the fes-

tivities are only balf over, That means

sho lsn't marrled. Buck up! | know

this is a shook; but It lan't a surprise

that the wedding (east should be on.

You've been expecting that You've

even been afrald it might be all over.”
L] L] L] - -

Banda Doldsle's short life had net
been brilliantly happy. She had knewn
the ache of foeling herseif unwanted
Ly the only two human belngs of par-
amount Importance In her world; her
almost unknown father, and her adored
“Hir Knight" and hero Michard
Htanton. But never for more than
few hours of concentrated pain, like
those at Algiers, had she suffered for
herself as she sufered for Ourieds who
must marry the man ahe loathed

With thes subtisty and soft cow.
ardios of Mussulman women, young
or old, Ouriedn sald no word to her
fathar of her loathing for Tuhar.
When Sanda begesd her to tell him
at least so miech of the truth and
trust to his love, the girl replled
always dully and hopelessly 1a the
SAMA wWay: It would be useless,

"My dear uurse Embarka would
Kl Tahar for me If she could get at
him," the "“Littls Rose™ sald one duy,
calmly. “That would end my
trouble, but she cannot reach him,
and there In no one she can trust
among thoss who cook or serve food
In the men's part of our house,'”

Handa wos struck with horror, but
Ourleda could not at first eaven un-
derstand why shin was shooksd, *If
& viper were rendy to strike yoa or
ope you loved, would you think harm
of killing it?™ she asked. "“Tabar is
vepumous aa & viper. 1 should give
thanks to Alla% if he were dead, no
matter how ho disd. But since Allah
doos not will his death, 1 must pray
for courage to die myself ruther than
ba false to Manoel, who has perhapa
himaself gone to paradise, since ha
does not answer when 1 call; and if
A woman can have a soul, | may be-
long to him thers '

Then OQurieda evolved a plan, The
plan was very hateful, very danger-
ous and treacherous. Hut <1t was to
save linr, The Arab girl propossd to
Sanda that she should pretend to have
u letter from Col. Delisin calling her
back wt once to Sidi-bel-Abbes, not
EIVIng hoer even tims to wait for the
waedding. Nen Raana would relue-
tantly consent to her guing: he would
give her an sscort—unot Tubar, be-
eausn Tahar must stay for his mar-
riage—but some trustworthy men of
his goum, and good camels. On the
vamel prapared for her would be of
course & bassourah with heavy our-
taine; probably the one In which she
had aiready travelled.

It went aiso without snying that
Ranla would maks ths journcy in
Arah dress, such as she had worn
during the vislt,

Ourlada would pretend to be {1l with
griet bocause her friond must lcave
ber at such & Ume; already she had

prepared the Agha's mind by oome
plaining of wenkness, She would take
to her bad and refuss to s00 any one
but her nurse, Embarka, Lella Ma-
brouka, glad to be rid of the forelgn
girl (of whom, bensath her polite-
noss, she bad always disapproved),
and, hating Hiness, would gladly keop
out of the way for two or three days,
while the wadding preparations went
on, It would be casy, or almost easy,
It oo accldont happensd, Ourleda ar-
gued, for her to go away velled and
swathed lo the bassourah, while Ban-
da loy In bed In a durkened room.
At Toumgourt the valled lady would
be met by that Capt. Amaranthe and
hin wifo, of whom Sanda had spoken:
they must bo writien to immediately
an ! told to expect Mile. DeLisle,

As for Bandu, the result for her
when the trick was discovered (as It
ourht not to be untl Ourfeda had ot
out of Algeria) would be simpls,
She was the dawghter of Ben Raana's
friend, a soldier of importance In the
eyes of France. Col. DeLisle had
snitrusted her to the Agha's care, and
phe could not be punished as thourh
slis wore an Arabh woman. If Em-
barka or any membear of Ben Raana’s
housshold so betrayed him and his
dearest hopes the right revenge would
e death, and no one outside would
avor hear what had bheen done,
foor tragedies of the harem are saored,
To Mile, Delisle, however, har host
could do nothing, except send her
with & safe escort out of his home.
And that would be her ons desire.

Meluctantly, Sanda consented. And
the plan's first detalls worked out to
perfection,

Then as Banda went to Ourleda’s
room to change places with her, tho
ever susplclous Mabrouka softly fol-
lowad.

With suddenness she flung open the
door of Ourledn’s room (which Em-
barks, bolleving Laella Mabroukn
safely msleap, had not loeked), and by
the likht of a French lamp she saw
the old nurse draping Ourieda In
Bunda's vell, In Oursida’s green and
gold bed from Tunis lay Sanda in &
nightdress of Ourieda’s with her head
wrapped vp as Ourleda’s was often
wrapped by Embarka as a cure for
nemanens,

Instantly the whole plot wan clear
to the mother of Tahar, Hhe saw how
Ourleds bad meant to gv, und how
Handas would have kept her place,
gunrded from iotrusion by the old
nurses, untll the fugitive was safely
out of reach, And off to the Agba
rustied Mabrouka with thie tale,

Praseatly Sunda was summoned to
her hodt's pressnce

Ren Raanw, graver and sterner than
she had seen him, was walting in the
oarly dawn which struck cut bleak
lighta from the dangling prisma of the
blg * French chandellers~—the ugly
chandaollers of which Lelia Mabrouka
Wwas proud,
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e nehe’ ne gues' ~na ahi sems 0
hst saamed watse (has (he ardesl
for wideh Sands had braced Lorsedt
The Arta's voles, poilinly spsaking
Fracch, was studious y gentls
ey contampt wae B b dark syee
[ whan  they were st el luly
turmed frem (he drusied gussl whs
Bad betraped Lim

e snld he hald smmansd har e
annsur ~= with ragred, *het, owiag e
the Mirsss of e man sppainted a0
rondurtor of the raravas, 1t oould
not be able "o start for sama BEma
Al present here mas e althor peress
equally trusiwerthy whs oceuld be
eapared

"1 am responathis tg Thy father for
thy safety,” he added “And though
we pout Arsbe ars behind these mod -
orn Hmes 0 many wavs, we weuld
die rather than betray & trust™

That was & stroke well aimed shder
the roses of courtesy, nnd Manda could
but recslys 1t o siience, Hhe had
suppossd when Lella Mabrouks spoke
of the caravan not gelng that W waa
only & threat. Her sspaciniion was
to ba gen' out of the houss al onee,
in disgrace, and though her psonil
yoarned over Ourieda, all that was
timid In her pined to go. It was sur-
prising—If anyihing could surprise
her than-4to hear that she must re.
main. .

“Almogt sursly 1 shan'' be allowsd
to ses Ourisds agsin, and If | can't
help her any mere [ might as wall
bog father to send for me at onew”
ahie told herself, when Ren Haans,
formally taking leave of hor. with
hand ou forehend and hoart, had gone,
MWa wont slowly and miserably to har
awn roam to swalt developments, and
whils she walied, hastily wrote thée
meseags 1o Colonel Deldsie whioh
threa days later found him st Toug.
sourt.

Ourisdg informed her that abha did
not belleve Handa would ba permitted
to go. “You sea” the girl explalned
i ber halting English, “they -my
father and my aunt--shall havs too
much of the fear to let you go thl
after all In Anished "

“Finlshed ™

“When the marrying has been oyer
thouw canst go, Then It 100 late. My
tather shall be sure, thes and me, wWo
know where M—— Is, that our plan
was for him. I say no, but he not be-
liove, That ls for why they keep thes
hore, 80 thou not tell M—— things
about me, But my father, hs shull
not be mean and little o his mind
ke my aunt. He not listen tp the
wordd she speak when whe say not
lot us moal together. My father know
very well now wa ashall be Anded
out, It ls the end for us, He not have
fear for what we do If some persdn
shall wateh to see 1 not kil myselr."”

“What has become of poor HBme-
barka?™ Sanda asked,

Ourleds shook her head, unutier-
able sadness in her eyes. ‘I think
never ahall I know that in this world.”

Ourleda no longer ploaded. Bhe had
glven up hope, aud realgned bhersel!
with the deadly calmnesa of rosigna-
tion which only women of the Mus-
sulman falth ean feel, It whas clear
that bher will was not as Allah's will,
And women came nol on sarth for
happiness, It was pot sure that they
aven had souls

“Allah han appolnted that | marry
my cousin Tahar,” sho sald to Banda,
“und 1 shall marry him, because [
have nol a stiletto nor any polson,
and I am always watched so that, even
it I had the courage, | could not throw
myself down from the roof. But af-
terward-—l am not sure yot what I
ahall do, All T know 1s that 1 shall
never be o wife to Tahar, Something
will happen to one of us. It may be
to me, or it may be to him. But some-
thing must happen™

The same nilght Banda recelved w
message  from Mabrouka, It was
meraly to say that the alr of Djasaria
not being healthful at this time of
voar, the Agha bhad declded, for his
daughtor's aake, to Anish the week of
the wedding feast out In the desert, at
the dounr,

L] [ ] L] - L L L]

When Max, nt the head of hin small
caravan, came in sight of the Agha'n
dounr, It wnas almost noon, and the
denert, shimmoring with heat, was
motlonlens, as If under anchantment,
They had travelled through the night,
after learning that Nen Raana nnd his
family had gone from Djnsgertn, with
Intervads of rost no longer than thoss
allewed (o the Leglon on march,
What they saw wins 4 giant tent os
large aw a ¢ireus tent in n village of
American or Burope siurrounded at o
distance by an army of little tenta,
black and dirty brown, so flat aud low
that they were like huge bata with
outatrotched wings remting on  the
sand,

The great tont of the chief with Its
high raof, s vasl spread of while,
rod and amber striped cloth of eloss-
woven oamsl's nair, ross nohly above
all the others, na o mosyue rises above
n crowd of prostrate waorshippers at
prayer, For background, there was o
clump of trees; for here, in tha far
pouthern desert, fjust outslde u waving
wolter of dunes, lay & reglon of dayas,
whera n wilderness of sand and
tumbled was brightened by
hollows hadl full of gurgling

stanoy
pregn
water

Naver befora bad Max seen n douar
of Importance, the desert dwelling of
& desert chjef. But Manocel Lad been

hare @7 e anl (e cnmel drivesn.
ey Nad met samiad (e Benan,
fam e with otiern  Mas along
fernd ot the great tenl e
Aiffnreat comps "t mente

Agha bis how famby, snd serenils

anotibee 1enl, Bt 8
bridiant tu oler,
The wast bulk of ke
Wohat e that ™ Max assd
whe rade bealde him a0
L derk.staine | feoe admost
by e whilte Puids of e w
List fire of his Foung spes
agnd by & pair of cheap,
Specinng such as siderly
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ton that 1his was The desery
appointed for the bridegroom
abould take his bride.

1o the boldnass of thelr
Bape of success;
Maana's puspleions
e wonld not expect the banished
to ride bragenly up to bis tent, side
mida with a soldler
Col. DaLisle. There
af suspenss after the o
and his Arab interp
cuived by the Agba
ronm  whoss walles
draperiea; but It was scarcaly
than & heartbeat Hen Raana bad just
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desart dignitaries could be seen sontod
on cushions and walted upen by’
HKoudansss men who wers serving &
menal,

i
E
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sompanion, the dark, spectacisd
but announcing In
Interpretar  would  be
clapped his hands to
vant. One of the black men
rod curtalns higher and came
colved instructions as to the
proter’s entertsinment, aad

away. Max could
& nigh of rellef, for
bad moment. Now &
with it his pgraonal
his friend's sdventure,
agreed boiween them
Lisle’'s messenger
should have nd further
plot againsi the
far alone,
hﬂp‘r"lld be

Ourieda’

Max delivered
Lisle, and the
through. Then he ra
fixed them upon the Leglonnalre
waondering haow far he might be in
oolunel's conildence,

"My friend has sent thes to eseort
hils daughter to Bidi-bal-Abbea,*
Hoana sald thoughtfully,
he cannoi be thers himsslf, ha be-
llaven the northern olimate
better for her health at this
year. Perhaps he o right;
Wy daughter, whom ahe
would*have bean deligh
risd woman to keep
with bher. Howover, my
In as Allah's will. Tt must b
The day after to-morrow my
tor's wedding foast will be
shs will go to her h
Remain hers quietly
guest. The interprete
sonn of they caravan
oared for, 1 promise
household, When my daugh
me the daughter of my frisnd
In peace at the sama w.
churge.”

As Lo spoke his oyes remained.
the messenger's face,
Any change of expression,
the flush that mounted t
soldier-tan

"L am very sorry,” sadd Maz,
Col. DwLisle bas given me only
leave.  Thore was just enough
1o goet e to Djaserta, from
gourt, and to do tha journey
ably 1o Sidi-bel-Abbes. He
prompt man, as you know, Me
and mots quickly. It dida't
Hilm that there need be any
delay. Alroady there has been & 8y
loat returning from Djaserta, where
I lieard that you wure at your douar,
A day and s half there,
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*hould 1ke to be your guest, would |,

mean overstaylng my leave. 'Thad,
you will see, in impossible.™

UIf 0t ls imposaible, 1 fear that |
thouw must go from here with thy mig- .
slon unfultilled and without Maede-
moiselle,” replied the Agha, lrritats
Ingly calm. “For on my side 1 la ,
impossible to let hor go befors my
daughtor In—safely married,”

o smiled as he spoke, but the
pouse and the emphasis on & certalm
word wole deltberate. Max was meast
to understand it in case Dalisle had
confided fn him,  If not, it did net
miatier; ho would realize that he haa
hod his ultimatum. Max did realise
tuls, and  after & stunned second,
accopted the inevitable,

"Il write to Bidi-bal-Abbéa and
explain, Its il 1 can 40" was
thotight which ran through his
us he polliely informed the Agha thad
he would, 4t any cost, wait for Mie.
Iwilsle.

May | see her and dellver In
pon a letter I have from ber
he naked,
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